for the thing called evidence, and the thing, procedure.
I have only the word of Theophanes against ex-Prefects
and the sons and grandsons of such. If we could find
one of these agreements, signed and sealed by them, then
we might proceed."

"Could you not hold these lords in The City, not
under arrest, but by invitation? Could not the Emperor
order them to stay? They are leaders about to leave The
City to command a rebellion. When they come to take
leave could not the Emperor refuse the leave?"

"The Patriarch asked them to the peace meeting; they
said they would not be here. My uncle has made such
frightful mistakes lately by acting on suspicion, which
is an old man's usual failing, that I don't think he would
do any such thing. No. It seems to me that the agree-
ments, when signed and sealed, will be put into the secret
strong-rooms in the palaces of these men. It might take
us weeks to find them, even if we broke in to search.
Theophanes cannot know where nor when the signing
will take place, even if he knows that the signing is to
be, which is by no means sure."

"But if you do find the agreements," she said, "then
you would arrest them all?"

"If?" he said. "Shall we have enough reservists for
that? That is what I ask. Living in this hand-to-mouth
Empire, that is what I ask. How many faithful remain?>?

"My maid one," she said. "Myself a second. You,
Prince, many in yourself, if you would only believe so.
That is plenty to begin with."

"Theodora," he said, "when Fm with you I think the
game can be won."

"It can be played," she said, "yes, and won. It is a
royal game with a royal prize, which isn't going down
to a jockey and some race-course bullies."
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